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Building on Marion’s Momentum!

In the Age of Intel and Just in Case Delivery…



Who is Marion CAN DO!?

+ Formed 1993

+ Greater Marion Community Area New Development Organization, Inc.

+ 501c3 with 22 Board of Trustees: 9 public appointed, 13 private sector appointed

+ Audit completed by H&M in Dec 2021; found in accordance with accounting principles

+ Receive funding from about sixty investors, including Marion City and County

+ FTE 1.5

+ Office in the County Administration Building; next to the Sanitary Sewer Engineer

+ Part of One Columbus, an 11 county, central Ohio economic development org

+ Represent Marion County in the JobsOhio Network

+ I am in my tenth year and a Certified Economic Developer (CEcD)

+ Denny Ferguson is in his sixteenth year



Before the Age of Intel:
We have a focused strategy — it’s working!

MARION:
AMERICA’S
WORKFORCE
DEVELOPMENT
CAPITALSM

community pride

compelling claim







Our economic development family…





December 2023; what does that mean?
Federal infrastructure funding.
Also, the All Ohio Future Fund.



DRAFT: Our vision and purpose are to build and promote prosperity in Marion County by leading, 
engaging in and/or supporting local, regional, and state development projects and programs with 
our partners.

 Strive for consistency, predictability and precision.

 Lead, support or refer projects.

 Keep the JobsOhio Authentication Program Site Readiness progress moving forward for three Marion manufacturing sites; and 
continue moving other sites forward toward readiness.

 Collaborate on the affordable housing initiative, launched in 2023.

 Strengthen the synergy among businesses, workforce administrators, educators and students in America’s Workforce 
Development Capital®.

 Continue supporting and monitoring businesses with JobsOhio, One Columbus, and OhioMeansJobs: Marion though Business 
Retention, Expansion and Attraction Surveys.

Age of Intel (Silicone Valley of the Midwest):
We need a re-focused strategy!







2023 has been a transition year with an 
eye on attracting Intel suppliers; but 70% 
of economic development is keeping 
existing businesses and 30% is attraction.

How can you help?
Let’s make:
Marion, Ohio
Your Ideal Destination
Our research led us to one primary 
objective: position Marion as the place 
where all businesses succeed. 

1. Build relationships with businesses.
2. Merge data with storytelling.
3. Land more media coverage.
4. Encourage everyday use.
5. Increase community awareness.



Thank you, Gus Comstock, CEcD, Director


